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‘BALTIMORE, MAY 30, 1834. 


REWGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


“For the Methodist Protestant. 
NEW YORK. A 


Portage; May2, 1884. 
Mr. Editor—Since my last 


ing was 


communication, 
God has been pouring out the Holy Spirit*in co. 
it. A 


Brown, and myself, with the clergy of other de. 
norhinations, were called in to take an active part 
in the labors of the meeting. We attended ev 


day during ws progress, and labored for God; and 
sinners, by scores, gathered around the altar of 
prayer; and were brought to the knowledge of a 


present ‘salvation.. After continuing twelve days, 
the ing closed, and ‘was immedi followed 
by one at. 's Hollow, in this town, which con. 
tmued about ten days; at both of which, it was 
Those two meetings were held about three 

miles apart: and each, about a mile and a half, in 
ite directions, from our meeting house, As 


length, and from two. to four miles in breadth; and 


has reached every appointment on this Circuit.— | 
We have formed one new society, and expect soon 
to form one or two more. Nearly 60, im alljhave 


been added to our church; about 50 to the Pres- 
byterian church, at the valley, and about as'many 
to the Baptists in that place; beside a number to 
the Presbyterian & Protestant Churches 
at Hunt’s ‘Hollow. rnecting-house is‘ rapid 
progress toward finishing, and we expect ‘to dedi- 


Cate it, at our Quarterly Meeting, the Tth day of 
June. 


Bro, Brown has been very active and industri- 
the progress of ‘this work, and is very’ 
much engaged in religion. These pro-' 
tracted meetings have evidently raised the tone of 
piety and ‘devotion; \in all» the ohurches in ‘this’ 


duri 
useful, 


secuon. 


havej returned from a visit ‘to Elby ‘and’ 


Leroy. the former place, they ‘have recently 
had a good 


Methodist E. Church, had recently finished avery 
neat and commodious meeting-house; but the high 
handed measures of the itinerant ministers,opened 


their eyes to the subject of’ church governmentt:' 
which: resulted in the ‘cabling‘of autieeting of the 
incorporate society (it being incorporated ‘accord- 


ing to the statute of the State}) at'which, a 
mous vote ‘was given, to change the name, ‘from 


that of the Methodist Episcopal Church,'to that’of 
the Methodist Protestant Church; and petition: 
aturey to change the name 


ig sent on to the Legisl 
Lhave recently ‘commhdnved 


fo- 


bringing ounchurch into!public notice and 


/ 
- 
_ Be 


\ 


I am of opinion, that .many of our preachers have 

not been more than half awake to this subject: or, 
out of fear of offending, they have ‘trusted too 
much to the itinerant ministers of the old‘church, 
and have suffered our cause to be trampled under 
foot, for'a want of a proper knowl 
principles, conveyed to the public mind. While 
others, perhaps, having never heard lectures on 
this subject, and being at a loss for a proper plan 
or outline, have not ventured even to make an ex- 
periment. I have, for a long time, wished to see, 
in your paper, a general outline of subjects, 
some able and experienced hand. As for myself 
I am yet unexperienced on this subject; and 
€ry | sensible that man’s first: efforts, on any subject, 
must necessarily be weak and imperfect. But, if 
llowing hints will be of any ser- 
vice to your readers, and especially to our ‘young- 
er preachers, you will be at liberty to.give it an! 
insertion, Meanwhile I 
will soon give a more 
To fill out my plan the lecturer should read atten- 
y the following books, viz. A. MCaine’s 
“History and Mystexy,” and “Defence of Truth,” | j 
Jennings’ “Exposition,” “Historical Sketches,” the 
‘two “Disciplines,” “Bill of Rights, 


meeting was appointed about the middle of March, 
by John Littlejohn, a Presbyterian preacher, to be 
held in Nunda Valley. My colleague, brother 


you think the 


some abler hand 
and finished plan.— 


” dic, |; 
Yours, O. Miniza. 

Methodist Protestant. 
Baltimore, May 3, 1834. 

- The committee appointed by the Annual Con. 
ference at its late session “to receive, hold in trust, 
and vest in some profitable stock or other produc- 
tive. securities, such sums of money as may be 
colleeted and transmitted to them, for the purpose 
raising a fund for the relief of those superan- 
nuated ministers who may belong to the Maryland 
Annual Conference, and the widows and orphans 
of those who may die members of said conference,” 
assembled agreeably to. appointment, and agreed 
arrangement for the information 
of our friends who may. feel disposed to remit mo- 


to this great and _praise- 
‘Williams, Daniel 
ll, William R. Stuart, Wil- 


on the following 


ney to be appropria 
worthy object. / 
Present, James R. 
E. Reese, Johm Cha 
liam Rusk, Francis 

The meeting being opened by prayer, . 

On motion, Francis Waters was appointed Sec-. 
retary, projtem, and William R. Stuart, was ap- 
pointed ‘Treasurer to this.committee, 

Resolved, That all ‘moneys forwarded for the 
above named purpose;‘to be: directed to William 
R. Stuart, Treasurer; whose duty it shall -be‘te 
acknowledge all.sums received, in our churet pa- 
r, dndihold all the fands received, subject to the 
rder andi disposition of the committee, 
Resolted,! That’ Francis Waters atid’ William 
R. Stebatt, ‘prepare an address as frori the’ ‘com- 
| iitteé to Our church and friends in the ‘Maryland 
| District, setting forth our organization, and calling 
Jor theif’ active and ‘zealots co-operation in secur- 
ing'the objects con 


work, under the labors of Bro. Fister.’ chuach. 
At the latter plate a ‘respectable ‘society of the) 


| before you, without the need) of details \from 


esturing “onthe! 
subject of church government, and\\P"find ‘it-is 
thie Said\dddress; with 


BY 


Forthe 


- 


— 


the proceedings: of this over 
to the Editor of the. Methodist Pre for pub- 
In calling the attention of our brethren “asd 
friends to resolution of our late Annual Cor- 


ference on the subject of raising a ‘find for “thé 
support of our superanntated ministers, &c:fwe 
are ready to think that w ici 
pated in any 


arguments 
ed to offer, and to urge 
of the to the | 
ious community and its ‘fri 


we believe feel and appreciate ‘equally with 
us the of these clear and self onident truthe, 
and must assure ourselves that you will cheerfully 
and actively lay hold of this proposition to rai 
some permanent fund for the support of our 
istry, especially in view of thegreat need-we 
of many more laborers in our section of the\évan« 
gelical vineyard, and of inducing those, alséady 


employed still, and for many come, to 
give themselves wholly to the work. | This can 
sions of support, competent in sense, 
such too as we all feel and aeknow i 


dispensable, and which prov 
ly sustain, the. servant) of God whilst 
his active rid him 

of -westimg solici about 
family, when his health and -life-shelt 
been. spent and exhausted for the good. 


if] 


| 
The foregoing extract from the proceédiigs 
the committee, will bring the subject intelligt . 
us, 
and here we hope, ‘respected and ‘beloved breth- 
ren, that ‘you will opecdity | 3 
Col. Wm. R. Steuart, frequent and ‘succeeding’ 
occasions of acknowledging through, the ‘paper, 
your cordial approval of the object) thus submitted: 
to your ‘consideration and Christian co-operatan. 
Resolved, That Prancis Watets dnd Willig Re 
Stewatt, be and are ‘hereby tO carry into 
effect the eighth résolution of the late Mary! 
Annual Conference, so far as that ‘resolution cop- 
the duties of this Committee." 


af) kr! 
ler 


ANY Faw | 
aining the impor- 
ugment of our reli- 
he'word is, as a means of grate, ‘in- 
to beth the existenee and | of 
un cherch. 
ang, the gospel is ‘tobe proclaimed, ‘and 
ing andi influence of Chris- 
> Giffused ‘to the end of tithe; by it sin- 
to he built ‘up in the faith, and new 
J on the Roek Christ Jesus; and hence 
intrinsic ‘value of such 
jan community as shall | 
competent means of support for the | 
the fruit of this revival, the work has ful labors of 
ncntance of territory of nitriles in| rom corroding td 
their work. e beloved’ be hren, t 
| « 
| 
| 


making. While the accused has only an 


A Camp-meeting will be held by the Methodist 
Protestanta,.at»Ganes’ camp ground, 
county, Va. (the same place was occupied last 
year) 9 miles north of the court-house, to com- 
— on Friday, the 18th of July, at 4 o’clock, 


Charlotte 


"Phe President and Conference Missionaries, the 


Rev. William Jones, Dr——Sims, Dr. Edward 
Dromgoodle, and those ministers of the Meth 
‘and -unstationed, with- 
in-the bounds of the-Lynchburg and Bedford Cir- 
cuit, are affectionately invited to attend and aid in 
the exercises of the ing. . 
Ministers and members of sister churches are 
cordially solicited to unite with us at this meeting, 
0 design tenting, will please repair to the grou 
hour of worship. _ Lewis F. Cosay, 
we Superintendent. 
| For the Methodist Protestant. 


_ Resolved, That the next Annual 
the Georgia District) be held at Liberty Chapel, 


in Elbert County, four miles east of the Court- 
house, on the first Wednesday in September,1834, 


to meet on Tuesday evening. 
R. Biount, Secretary, 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


the Methodist Protestant. 
A PLAN OF A LECTURE ON CHURCH GOVERNMENT. 


~ By way of introduction show wherein the two| ? 


urches 


4 » of 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


7. Show that the right claimed by the itinerant 
ministers, to license local preachers, and make 
deacons, elders and bi without the voice of 
the church, is unscriptural, and unreasonable; see 
Acts 1, 6 and 15 chapters, and Mosheim’s Eccle- 
siastical History. 

Ii. Spread out the leading features of our dis- 
cipline and government in contrast. 

2. Answer objections against us as a people, 
and against our discipline, and close by an appeal 
to the scriptures, to the rational sentiment of 


In conclusion, I would say, let all our preachers 
live and preach for God, with a burning zeal for 
the salvation of souls, and our church will rise 
and shine, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and 
terrible as an army with banners. Yours, &c. 

Orren MILLER. 


P. S. At the two protracted meetings alluded 
to, one thousand persons signed the temperance 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


(of| We learn that the following report of the com- 


mittee, to which the subject was referred was a- 
dopted by the General Conference. It now lies 
with the church at large, to aid in this audiable 

The Committee, to which was referred the com- 
munication from our brethren, of the Taberna- 
cle station in Washington, D. C. having had the 
same under due consideration, and from a convic- 
tion that the object had in view, is both desireable 
and attainable, beg leave to present the following 
reamble and resolutions. | 
Whereas, it is an opjnion of the General Con- 


“I. In doctrines—moral disciptine—means of| rence, that the interest of the Methodist 


out of ours the popish features of their formula. 
Discussion. 
1, Show that the government of the Methodist 
E. Church is vested in the hands of her Bishops 
and ‘Htinerant Ministers, in all its departments.— 
Legislative—judiciary, and executive, to the ex- 
clusion of all her docal ministers and lay members. 
2. That her Episcepacy is unapostolic and wh- 
scriptural, and was surreptitiously obtained, and in 
35 the powers vested in the hands of the 
bishop, (see Discipline, page 25, 26 and 28, and 
articles on Missions, ) are antiscriptural, and dan- 
gerous to the rights of the preac rs and people. 
: 4. The Presiding Elders. Show that this is an 
office never heard of in the Christian world until 
1785, totally useless, and has already cost the con- 
nection, probably, some millions of dollars; and, 
if continued the next 50 years, will, probably,cost 
some millions more. That the power vésted in 
their hands is unscriptural and rous. 
6. The Itinerant Ministers.— 


pped| the City of Washi 


t their au- 


thority may be used to prevent the members from 


having a fair trial, in as much as the preacher in 
charge may pack the jury, set as judge, and advo- 
cate, and executor of discipline, and may appeal 
or refer from his own jury to the quarterly con. 
ference, most of whom are the creatures of his 


to thafcourt, see discipline page 39, 40, 41, 42, 


AA, and gection 7 


6 That the meeting houses are under the con- 
trol of the Conference according to the deed of 


a 


ciety at the Tabernacle Station, design making a 
vigorous efiort among themselves, and their fel- 
low citizens of Washington at large, by obtain- 
ing subscriptions in money, materials, and labor, 
for the erection of such a hoyse of worship as 
the afdresaid: And whereas, said Brethren are 
solicitous to obtain the assistance of their Brethren 
and the friends of our infant Zion at large, to aid 
them in the accomplishment of their undertaking, 
upon aplan that will not be burdensome, and 
without which aid it will be impossible for them 
to accomplish the object they so ardently desire, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That this Conference recommend 
to our members and friends throughout the Uni- 
ted States, the plan proposed by Brother James 
A. Kennedy of Washington, as published in the 
Methodist Protestant in October last, for raising 
a sum sufficient to erect a house to be dedicat- 
ed to the worship of Almighty God, such as 
shall stand a Jasting monument of Christian li- 
berality, and that the members of this Confer- 
ence will use their influence for the accomplish- 
ment of the aforesaid object. 

Resolved, secondly that Brothers James A. 
nents Ulyses Ward, William W. Billing, 
» Robinson, Joseph Radcliff, F. How- 
ard, Mathew Sexsmith, James C. Dunn, and 


appeal} William Whitney, be a committe, with power 


to fill up any vacancy which may occur in their 
number by death, removal or otherwise, whose 


}duty it shall be to take charge of all monies | resort to proof, 


raised as above and forwarded for the aforesaid 
object, to keep the same supply and hold it sa- 


as aforesaid, shall not be less than 50 feet front 
by 65 feet deep—And in case said builing be 
not commenced before the first day of January 
1836 then the committe shall return all monies 
by them received for the above object, to the re- 
spective Annual Conferences within whose 
bounds the same, or any part thereof, shall haye 
been collected, to be applied in such manner as. 
the said Annual Conference may deem proper. 


Wu. C, Lipscoms, 
Tuos.,Jacoss, Committe. 


From the N. Y. Observer. 
‘THE POWER TO FORGIVE SINS. 


Seculum Modestum I rather suppose will not be 
the designation by which the 19th century will be 
distinguished in history from her sister centuries. 
I know not whether any age has been more re- 
markable for cases of unfounded pretension than 
the present. The case, however, of which I am 
to take notice, did not originate in the 19th cen. 
tury. It has existed many hundred years. I do 
not wonder at its surviving the dark ages, but that 
it should have lived so far into the luminous 19th 
does somewhat rise me. The pretension to 
which I allude is that made by the Catholic priest- 
hood. What do you think it is: which they pre- 
tend they can do!l—Forgive sins. They pretend 


that they have power over sins to remit or retain 
them. The im that the prerogative of par- 
don is with them. And that is the reason 


why they receive confessions. Confession to a 
could forgive. 

The first thing that strikes me is the contrarie- 
ty of this notian to common sense. The idea of 
being pardoned by any other than the Being of- 
fended, seems absurd. What! a fellow-sinner of 
a@ priest pardon sins against God! It is as if of two. 
debtors, one should play the creditor and forgive 
the other his debt, without any consultation with 
‘the real creditor. That would be a strange way 
of getting rid eof debts. 1 always thought that he 
to whom the debt is due ought to. have a say in the 
matter of remitting it. If I had di of a debt 
in that manner, [ should always be afraid that it 
would some day or other be exacted, that the real 
creditor would appear and make his demand.— 
Then it would be a poor come off for me to say 
that my fellow-debtor forgave me the debt. I will — 
tell you what I ex I ex that a great deal 
‘which the priests forgive will be exacted notwith- 

ing. Catholics talk of going to the priest. 
and getting their old scores wiped off, just as if it 
were but a slate and pencil memorandum, which 
any one can rub out. The sin of man is not thus. 
recorded. Itis “written with a of iron, and 
with a point of a diamond.” It is not so easily 


ut is there not i su ) 
Done not Christ 


priests’ claim? See John xx. 23. 


jthey are remitted unto them: and whosoever sins 
ye retain, they are retained?” Yes, he says that 
to his disci Apostles. But pray. what right 
have the priests to found a claim of theirs on o 
grant to the Apostles? They do indeed come 
after the Apostles, but they are their successors in 
no other sense. I should like to know hew the 
priests prove that inherit the apostolical power 
of remittirg sins, I forget that they scorn a 


The power communicated in that grant to the 


Apostles was merely mintsterial and declarative. 


say to his disciples: “Whosoever sins ye — 


ne a OO credly, so that no part theréof be applied to any 
other purpose whatsoever, 
Resolved, thirdly that the house to be erected 
: Annual Conference, Georgia District. 
grace prapcy Of WOTSDIL nd .Ordi. 7 
nances, excepting the formula of the ordinances, P hip eligib 
| and ordinations, and show that we have drc 
| 
| 
| 


It was no less true after than before that 

was made that none can forgive sins but God only. 
That the power. was declarative merely, i. e. that 
the A were empowered to remit and retain 
_ sins only as.they were authorized and enabled to 
make a correct statement to mankind of the way 


the Saviour’s b 


clarative remission and retention of sins. They 
were thereby inspired to roe ay on what 
retained by God. 


the Holy Ghost,” that they should claim ‘equality | 


But the priests claim far more than ever enter- 
ed the thoughts of the Apostles. ey are not 
satisfied with the ministerial and declarative pow- 
er over sins. They claim a magisterial and au- 
thoritativé power to remit and retain them. Con- 
sequently they call sinners to come and confess 
their sins to them. Did Peter & Co. the very men 
to whom Christ said “whosesoever sins ye remit, 
&c.” ever do such a thing? You read in the Acts 
of the Apostles of synagogues and proseuches or 
places of prayer, but do you find any thing about 
confession boxes there! there seem to have 
heen any thing auricular in the transactions of the | 
day of Penticost? 
ere is the case of Simon Magus, that strikes 
me as in point. If Peter and John had had the 
power of forgiving sin, could they not have exer- 
cised it in favor of Simon? But we find Peter ad- 
dressing him just as any Protestant minister would 
have done: “Repent therefore of this thy wicked. 
ness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine 
heart may be forgiven thee.” How differently 
the Roman priest would have done! He would 
have said, “Well Simon, and what have you to 
say for yourself? Ah, that is very bad, very bad. 
But if you are sorry, Simon, I forgive you. Only 
I cannot let you off withont doing some penance. 
You must say so many pater nosters, and you 
must not eat meat for so many days.” This is 
the way in which the boasted successors of Peter 
manage these matters. But, they will say, Si- 
mon was not penitent, otherwise perhaps Peter 
would have pardoned him. But I wonder if par- 
don would have waited for Peter’s action in the 
matter, if there had been penitence in the heart 
of the sorcerer. I guess not. I guess the gra- 
cious Lord, when He sees contrition in any soul, 
does not withhold pardon till a priest or even an 
Apostle shall intervene and act in the matter.— 
And when the good angels have ascertained that 
a sinner has repented, I rather suppose they do 
not suspend their rejoicing until he has gone to 
contession, and has got absolution from the priest. 

What a glorious book the Bible is! I wish the 
authorities of the Catholic Church would conde- 
-scend to strike it off the list of prohibited books, 
and allow the Lord to speak to his creatures. I 
wish they would let their people, the many thous- 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


‘“every one” in that wonderful 
the Catholics don’t know any thing about it. No; 
rious verse, of the 1st chap. of Isaiah, 
in which thus saith the Lord to the sinner, “Come 
now, and let us (you and I sinner!) reason togeth- 
er.” And then follows the reasonings, “though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool.” Ask the awakened sinner, or the 
recently pardoned, what he would take for that 
passage. He esteems it above all price; and to 
the Christian it becomes every day more and more 
a theme of wonder and delight.. But the Catho- 
lics don’t know that the Lord has ever made any 
such kind and ing. p to his crea. 
tures. They never hear of the call of God to 
come with him. The only ‘come’ they 
hear is the priest’s call. I pitythem. * * * 
M. 


From the Augusta (Geo.) Sentinel. 
LAST ILLNESS OF THE HON. WILLIAM WIRT. 
From the pen of the third daughter of the lament- 
ed Wm. Wirt. 


Wasuineron, Feb. 22, 1834. 
Saturday morning. 

Aunt,—He whom we loved,and whom 
the loved, (precious thought,) was a picture 
of renovated health en the morning of Sunday the 
9th inst.—so much so that dear mother, at the 
breakfast table, said to him playfully—“You are 
looking so much more like yourself, my dear hus. 
band, than I have seen you for years, that I real- 
ly think you ought to have your picture taken.” 

the previous evening, Saturday, he had been 
ne Serge for an argument on the follow. 
ing Monday, in a very important case, and had 
been in the Capitol library, examining authorities, 
in addition to those of his own office; and alto. 
gether expressed himself better satisfied with his 
preparations, than he had been for a long time; 
for in this, as in every thing else, his humility often 
made him undervalue himself so as to distress us. 

Directly after breakfast, Sabbath morning, 9th 
inst. he assembled us as usual, in his chamber, at 
family prayers; and never did [ hear a more sol. 
emn and fervent outpouring of the soul at the foot- 
stool of the Mercy Seat. He prayed “for the 
extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom with a holy 
earnestness; for his children present and absent; 
for his enemies if he had any; and for his friends 
every where; especially those who had not yet 
been brought to know and love the Saviour; final. 
ly he prayed, that his own soul and that of those 
so dear to him, might be’sprinkled afresh with par- 
doning blood,and that the ascended Saviour would, 
through the influence of his Holy Spirit,keep him, 
and all of us in His fear, and enable us to walk in 
his commandments through life; sustain and cheer 
us in the hour of death, and at last receive us to 


himself, a re-united and blessed family, to worship | pain 


for ever around: his throne, to the -glory of God 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 
His heart being thus attuned to worship God in 
his public ordinances, he walked with my sister 
Ellen, Alexander Randall, of Annapolis, (the bro- 
ther of my brother-in-law, Judge Randall, ot 
Florida,) and myself to the Capitol, to hear the 
Chaplain, Mr. Stockton, preach. It was not ac- 
tually raining, but so exceedingly damp that some 
persons had their umbrellas up, to turn the driz- 
zling moisture.. It isto this walk that the cold, 


ands that on the Sabbath crowd their chapels and | 


which terminated in his death, is attributed. Yet 


\ 


171 


worse weather before, without serious injury: 
absolute necessity of taking exercise in all wéath- 
er; except fast-falling; eapecially ‘after breakfast- 

milk, w was case morning.— 
Therefore, a it was as the ex- 
ercise Seemed to be advisable, and he was anxidus 
to go to Church, (the very inclement weather hay- 
ing prevented him from doing so for three previdus 
Sundays that we had been here,) it was decided 
that he might venture. And though prance oe 
of self-reproach, for having been accessary to 


most violent and nervous I 
ever witnessed, yet she andall of us have, I trust, 


been brought to feel that this could not have 
happened, without the special design and iite 
sition of God, who accomplishes the most mighty 
ends, by the instrumentality of means apparently 
totally inadequate to their fulfilment. | : 
Mr. Stockton’s text that morning was Ist Cor. 
Ist chapter, 23d, 24th verses; “We preach Christ 
crucified,unto the Jews a stumbling- lock, and un- 
to the Greeks foolishness: But unto them that are 
called both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God.” And he did in- 
deed, prove most convincingly, that it was the 
wisdom of God, in falling upon the only plan whick. 
could, at the same time, satisfy and be concordant 
| with, his equal attributes of justice and mercy.— 
And the power of God in ishing by the 
instrumentality of One who was ised and re- 
jected by men,”’ and of his few obscure and illit. 
erate followers, the salvation of a world—a work 
which no earthly monarch, however universal his 
empire, could ever accomplish. The subject was 
a sublime one, and it was treated with a’ force of 
argument, and a..pathos of el which } 
have rarely if ever heard equalled. ‘My dear 
father sat.immediately behind my chair, 80 as oc- 
casionally to: rest himself upon it, and I heard him 


voice, as was his habit when deeply affected; he 
ejaculated several times, too, his approbation and 
admiration of parts of the discourse; and on risingy 
when the service was closed, said to the gentleman 
next him “a most capital preacher, sir~One ‘of 
Nature’s orators—He is a great favorite of mine, 
and goes straight to my heart.” He stopped and 
shook hands with Mr. Stockton as'we came out, 
making some kind inquiries about his health,which 
were reciprocated. He and Ellen’ walked fast 
and got home before me; and 1 found, when } 
went to his chamber, that he had taken off his 


the parlour and shook hands with him, as he was 
to leave town the next day; and said “God bless 
you, sir—farewell!” This was the last time he 
ever left his room. | 

On returning from Church, he asked mother to 
“look if he had cut his ear in shaving, as it felt 
inful.”” Mother examined it and found no such 
mark, but a hard knot in the glands of the throat, 
just below the right ear—a swelling, as she pre- 
sumed, from cold—and advised him to lie down 


be relieved by perspiration, is was between 
two and three o’clock, and we thén went down to 
dinner. A little before three o’clock, I came up, 
with my bonnet on, to go to Church again, and 


dear, that I feel-very chilly, as if I were going to 
have an ague.” She immediately ‘ordered 
bricks to his feet, and additional covering, and 


he had sometimes walked in ds bad" and evért 


fatal cold, gave my beloved mother one of the - 


a sort of convulsed sotto 


q 


coat, and put on his wrapper, not feeling well." By — 
Mr. Randall’s desire; however, he came down to . 


and cover himself up warm, hoping that he would 


kissed him. He said, “Tell your mother, my 


* 
~ 


- 


4 
8a propose terms 
of life and death, is clear to me from the fact that 
the conferring of it was immediately preceded by 
— re on them, and saying,— 
“Recejve ye the Holy Ghost.” Now this com. 
munication of the Spirit qualified them for the de. 
This was the power over sins granted to the 
Apostles, and I shall show presently that this de- 
clarative power is all they pretend ever to have 
exercised. Now the priests have no right to 
claim even this power except in that subordinate 
sense in which it is possessed by all-who are au- 
thorized to preach the Gospel. Did Christ ever 
breathe on them, and say to them, “Receive ye eT 
| 
» the effect o inspiration | 
is not so manifest in the case of the priests as it 
was in the case of the Apostles, if I may be per- 
mitted to express an opinion. 
| 


+ 
; 


1%2 


sent. far.Dr; Wehen,] came home he had 


a fever, but talked cheerfully; when I gave hima} | 


description of, Mr. Stockton’s evening discourse. 


“My father, do you know 


first 
remaining silent.a few moments, he said—| your Catharine?” ”Yes.” “Do you trust in God?’ 


“Wife, it. will. not do for me to expose myself in 
Chureh as I do; Iam a mere baby in the command 
of my. sensibilities and nerves; I can scarcely re- 
frain sometimes from tears, and, indeed, I have 
frequently been obliged to relieve myself by giv. 


ing way to them;”’ and as he spoke, the same 


(raising my own eyes to heaven, to make the 
question more significant.) “Yes” with solemn). 
ty, raising his own eye in the same direction. ] 
ioe into the next room to communicate the intel. 


ligence to dear. mother, and she calmed herself| sists, audibly said “No.” 


and returned with She approached the bed- 


ing seemed.to overcome him. | said, what I think | side—he looked at her, and said, “Wife, I'am go- 
true, that, “no, Christian ought to be ashamed of| ing before you! “I feared this would overpower 


intense feeling at the review of his own unworthi- 
ness, and..of.the. vivid emotion of gratitude and 


_ love to the,Saviour, which caused tears.” 


“But-it:is.so unmanly, and people around don’t 


know what to make of it.” 


His fever continued to be higher and hotter,and 
seemed ‘to be aggravated rather than relieved by 
the wari applications which were prescribed in 
thé hope of forcing a perspiration—steaming his 
face, and bathing his feet in hot water, and as a 
ine vapour bath could not be procured, lay- 
ing hot. bricks .all along on both sides of him in 
his beds from his feet upwards. His fever raged 
all with an intensity which, mother says, 


"she has never known with him; certainly for fif- 


teen years, if ever... Next day, the whole right 
side of his face was much swollen. 

On Thursday night I sat up with him: he rose 
twice in the night, with the assistance of dear mo- 
ther, anda servant, thinking it wou'd make him 
feel more, comfortable to change his posture a 
little while, and have his bed made; in doing so 


casy 

the Bible to him?” She did 80; 
55th Psalm. He seemed to feel it 
deeply; and after she had finished reading, she 
is. lips moving in prayer. This was the last 
was able to listen to this precious volume, 


to. consult another physician, but at last consented. 
_ Dy. H*** end Dr, H***, consulted together at 
9.0Plock, on Monday morning, and decided to 
blater him around his right ear, which they did; 
afterwards, on both wrists and both limbs, from 
the ‘ancles,, upwards, and finally his head was 
shaved.and blatered.. Forty also, were 
pplieditwa,or three different times, to the left tem- 

and-behind the left year; yet these, and all 


remedies »were of no avail. 


her; but God upheld her, and she answered meek- 
ly, Yes; my beloved, you are going before me, 
and you.will see our dear angels in heaven, soon. 
er thanI shall, There are five of our children 
in heaven now, waiting to receive you, and you 
leave five more on earth under my care—it will 
only be for a little while, and we too, shall come 
and join you. Do not fear for us,. who are left 


behind—God will take care of your widowed wife | him 


and fatherless children.” There was a struggle 
in his frame and heart, but he sought strength 
where he had never failed to find it, and it was 
given him. His eye next lighted on me—I kis- 
sed hint, and asked——“My beloved father, is your 
soul at peace now, stayed on Jesus?” “Yes.” “Do 
you now feel the truth of the promise, ‘When 
thou walkest th : 
death, fear not, God will be with thee, his rod and 
his staff they shall comfort thee!” “Yes; oh yes!” 
raising his eyes to heaven, with a mingled ex.- 
pression of faith, gratitude and submission. His 
eye then fell on Rosa. She kissed his hand, and 
bade “God bless you, my beloved father,”” Then 
on Ellen; and she did the same. He looked al. 
ternately once more on each of us as we stood 
around his bed, then raised his hand and eyes to 


-| heaven, as if invoking a farewell blessing. 


During this solemn and affectionate scene, all 
had left the room, except his own immediate fam. 
ily. At this crisis however, our former pastor, 
when he lived here, Mr. P***, (a meek and ‘holy 
man, to whom father always bore a strong attach- 
ment, and for whom I had despatched.a. hurried 
messenger, at the first sign of returning intelli. 
gence,) arrived; and with him there entered sey- 
eral of father’s friends, old and young, to the 
number of fifteen, including the family. Mr. P*** 
took his hand, and asked him, “if he was.resi 
to die now, if it pleased God to take him?” He 
answered, unhesitatingly, “Yes.” “Then,” said 
mother, “we resign you, my beloved, into the 
hands of God—He will take care of.us in your 
absence, and not suffer us to want; and at last, 
will re-unite us all—all, I trust in heaven.” He 
struggled hard to speak, but the utterance was 
denied. Mr. P*** then asked him several other 


h ang. me -with-.kinds | the Almighty, hisisick and suffering eervant-might 
ung over Aun, | ering | 
ing, intelligence, which I,had not seén since his| be raised)from: that bed.of languishing; to the en- 


joyment of health; tobe a further blessing to his 
family and friends; and an) honour to his:country; 
and:to the cause of earth.’’ Immediate. 
ly the eye was withdrawn from its implori 

u a shudder passed over. his ved 
shook his head negatively, and, Mr.. G******* jn. 
But when Mr. P*** 
closed with a prayer, that “if God should take 
him now, he might be received:into the mansions 
of glory, to dwell for ever and ever at the right 
hand of his God and Saviour, and that his family 
might be sustained and comforted in his depar: 
ture—his hand, and eves were raised once more, 
and for the last time, to heaven; and thenceforth 
motionless. and at. rest. Mr, P*** pressed his 
hand in taking leave, saying he “would not fatigue 
him farther then, as the result of that interview 
was perfectly satisfactory to him, but would see 


again. 
It did seem as if God, at that very moment, 
unclosed his eyes once more, to look for the last 
time on earth, upon his assembled family, to wit. 
ness their resignation and to cheer them. by. his 
own; and that the pressure upon the brain was 
during this blest half hour, removed for the same 
benevolent purpose. The expression of his, eye 


rough the valley of the shadow of| was not dim and wandering, but clear, firm intel- 


ligent, meaning, heavenly. The voice, too, dis- 
tinct and full of feeling, and the motion of the 
head and of the hand, as it was raised with an ef. 
fort from the bed, and then dropped, not lifelessly, 
but reverentially, spoke in a manner not to be mis- 
taken by those who witnessed it—“Thy will, oh 
God, thy holy will be done—Lord Jesus, into Thy 
hands I commend my spirit.” 

Throughout this lingering and painful sickness, 
uncomfortable as he must have felt from the pres- 
sure of the disease, and the severe remedies, (for 
all the blisters drew) he never uttered a repining 
word,—Once, when his feet were immersed in hot 
poultices, he said, Is not this enough to drive a 
man mad, to be between two fires, one at his head 
and the other at his feet!”” Yet when! asked him, 
not long afterwards, “how he felt?’”’ he simply 
said, “Not well,” 

Such child-like submission I never witnessed, 
and such unmurmuring patience. On Monday 
morning, 17th, Dr. R*******, after some efforts, 
succeeded in making him understand, that he 
wished him to take another dose of medicine. 
His reply was, “I am a child, you may do as you 
please with me.” But the last time they teased 
him to swallow some nourishment, he gently and 
almost inaudibly whispered, “Let me be.” My 
mother says she has often heard him express the 
opinion, that “dying persons ought not to be dis- 


questions as to “the composed and happy state of|turbed in their last moments, by the importunities 


his soul,” “his views of the plan of redemption 


On, Sunday -and Monday he lay ina kind of| through the Saviour,” “his faith in the 


lethargy from which it was difficult to arouse him 
to swallow, his medicine and food. Both eyes, too, 
were. closed from the inflammation, and the right 
covered witha blister; but we continued bathing 


_ the left with warm milk and water, in hopes that 


it might possibly open. 
y ope 


Monday morning, we thought him dying; 


and, dear mother, unable any longer to control 
her pent up feelings, retired to another room and 


gave vent to them, The thought that he was in- 
deed to die without looking on his family any 


own resignation, was insupportably agonizing. 
; "Bui os if to. show the power of God, while 


was this abandoning herself to grief, the eye that 
_ had begn,so long closed, opened suddenly, 


merits of Jesus for the pardon of all his sins, and 
for his salvation?” To all of which he replied in 
the affirmative. Mr. P*** then asked him “If it 
would be agreeable to him that we should unite 
in offering a prayer for him?” He replied, with 
great vivacity, “Yes” and nodded his head af- 
firmatively, three times, in quick succession, there- 
by signifying the great pleasure the proposition 
afforded him. — | 


We all instantly knelt.down, as with one im- 


: pulse while the solemn appeal ascended to the} 
more, taking leave of them, and expressing his| throne of grace. ppe 


ve. It was a spectacle so sublime, 
that angels might contemplate with delight and 


she}awe. My father’s eyes were raised to heaven 


with, prayer. At one time Mr. iprayed 


of their friends to call them back to life; for that 
most pepnarhy the souls of such persons were 
then absorbed in the contemplations of eternity, 
and holding communion with the inhabitants of 
heaven.” We know not but his half emancipa- 
ted soul was at that moment thus engaged, and it 
seemed almost cruel to waken his wrapt soul to. 
consciousness. 


When Moses stood, 
And viewed the landscape o’er; | 
Not Jordan’s stream nor death’s cold flood, 
Could fright him from the shore.”’ 


All night we watched, expecting every breath 
to be the last; and yet, though his hands were 
cold and clammy, and his pulse almost and some- 
times quite imperceptible; yet the hot bricks seem- 
ed to keep his feet warm to the last, and his 


that, “if it was consistent with the intentions of | breathing was.as tranquil as that of a sleeping child. 


he expressed his surprise at his extreme weakness, 
which was greater, he said, after those few days 
illness, than after his long and exhausting attack at 
the springs: last summer. The last time he rose 
or torise from his bed. Towards morning he be- 
came slightly delirious, and it was deemed advi- 
sable te.cail in another physician; and Dr. H***, 
a young physician here, who has great reputation 
for skijl-and talent in his profession, was sent for. 
Father, himself, said at first it was not worth while 
| 
li 


It was not until eleven o'clock on Tuesda 
morning, the 18th inst. that the last breath was 
drawn... We all stood around him, and I held 


his left hand between both of | So faint obts 


and so interrupted. was his. breathing for the last 
five minutes, that it was difficult to know when 
it did actually cease: Once held my breath, 
thinking it was all’ over; but, after a short inter-: 
val, there came one‘more feeble flickering respi- 
ration, and then there was rest until the 
resurrection» morn.’ At the instant, the sun, 
which had been‘ all the morning veiled in clouds 
burst into the room» with full meridian splen>: 
dours and the same ‘little bird, which had been 
since the thrilling music of the preceding day, 
hanging silent and unobserved in his cage, struck 
up a requiem’ note, so subdued and so sweet, 
that:it might well nigh be mistaken for the rust- 
ling of an Angel’s wing. | 

~ My poor dear mother threw herself into our 
arms and exclaimed, ‘‘The seal of happiness to 
him, but of misery to us!” 3 


Sunpay morwrne, 23d, Fes. 
In my father’s little memorandum. book are 
copies these two verses—the: first.in his own 
hand writing and in the Jast in that of dear E)- 
len’s, who wrote it, at his request last summer, 
atthe White Sulpher Springs:of Virginia, where: 
he was lying sick on his bed: 
Firet Verse: “Set a watch, O ‘Lord, before my 
mouth. Keep-the door of my lips:’—Psalm cxii. 3; 
Second Verse: *‘Fellow. peace with all men and 
hohiness. 


Without which no man shall see the Lord. 
His pocket-book also contains,instead of bank 
note many little pieces of paper on which he 


had, at different periods, written extracts from} 


the sacred volume of precept and of promise, 
which he always wore near his bosom as his 
treasure. And it was to him, and ever shall be, 
‘‘a treasure laid up for him in heaven where 
neither moth nor rust doth ec and where 
thieves do not break through and steal,” and this 
treasure may no man take from him. 


It was often one of his Sabbath delights to 
put down on paper,the pious emotions of his soul 
and these effusions do not fall very far short of 
those of his prototype the sweet psalmist of Is- 
rael. These, and all his other writings, as well. 
those which have been published, his letters 
of advice to his family and. friends, his descrip- 
tive letters, (written at Niagara, Boston, the 
mountains of Virginia, &c. which are beauti- 
fully grapHic and pictorial) his essays, &c. &c. 
it.is the purpose of my dear mother to collect 
together in some enduring form, which may 
perhaps, by an extensive circulation, contribute 
to the benefit of present and future generations, 
and thus, even after death, redound to the glory 
of the God, whom while on earth, it was his 
chief delight to honour and serve. 

It is a striking coincidence, that the day of 
his death, the 18th, of Februrary, was also that 
f the great Luther. 2 
: There is a moral sublimity in his life, in his 
-death, and in the assurance of where his spirit 
now is, that I pray God may sink deeply into the 
hearts of all he has left behind, and may we also 
be ready to join him when the summons shall 

come to us. 
Sunpay AFTERNOON. 

This' event has exhibited perhaps more strik- 
ingly than any thing else could, the deep and 
Young and old, rich and poor, Jearned and Il- 
Meant noble and humle, all, all crowded the 


y | house with kind and anxious 


entering the breakfast 100m 


jof every wo. 


METHODIST PRODESDANT. 


18 inquiries, until the 
given, which seemed to clothe 
nd) countey in mourning 
biFusive as was his piety, 
ent and so mingled with 
that. it, could not but. be 
ates with him. 


this, occurs to me at. this moment, which: I will 
repeat. When we first arrived here .11th.Janu- 
ary and took up our lodgiugs, we were prevent- 
ed by an accident from having our private table, 
as had been stipulated; and we took our meals 
with the family with whom. we boarded. . On 
next morning he 
greeted the family with his usual winning smile 
and they stood respectfully for him to be first 
seated—he then spoke, and said: ‘Before we 
sit down, I wish to ask you, master and mistress 
of the house, if you have any objection to my 
saying grace at our meals? It has always been 
my habit in my own family, and I feel as if I 
could not enjoy my meals without it.” Of 
course they gratefully acceded to it; such an ex- 
ample, from one entitled to so much respect, I 
/bope they will imitate. I see him now vividly 
before me, as his manly and majestic form bent 
lowly over the table, his eloquent hand spread 
in supplication, while his waveing curls were 
thrown back by the movement from his intellec- 
wen and beautiful forehead. Such a man, in 
an attitade, might well impress every beholder 
with veneration and love! _ 

Dear Mother, Rosa, and Ellen, unite in warm 
affection for together with, 
| espectfully and afféctionately, 

Your young nieces 

Catuarine G. Wirt. 
Mrs. Eliza Clarton, Augusta, Ga. 


last: answer. was 
the whole city.a 


all the affairs: of life, 
De manifest: to-all: associ | 
A little. anecdote. illustrating | 


{ am not willing to close this discussion without 
warmly recommending to all who hear me, the 
incessant study of onE Book, which infinitely more 
than all others, tends at once to enlarge the under- 
standing, to sublimate the sentiments, to purify 
the (soul, and thus prepare it for the everlasting 
presence and communion of its Gop. The Bible, 
my friends, may be undervalued by the prosper- 
ous and the gay; but to the afflicted, it is the balm 

It may be neglected in health; but 
it is the only friend to the dying pillow. It may 
be despised by the vain and hated by the impious; 
but with all the wise, and great, and excellent of 
the race, it has been an object of unmingled admi- 
ration and love. “Every sentence of the Bible;” 
says Bishop Horsley, “is from Gop; and every 
man is interested in the meaning of it.” “We 
account,” says Sir Isaac Newton, “the Scriptures 
of Gop the most sublime philosophy.” “Those 
passages,” says Boyle, “which are so obscure, 
that they teach us nothing else, may at least teach 
us humility.” “In the first page of this sacred 
book,” says Horne; “a child may learn more in) 
an hour, than all the philosophers in the world 
learned without it in a thousand years.” “Study,” 
says Locke, “the holy Scriptures. Therein are 
contained the words of eternal life. It has Gop 
for its author; salvation for its end; and truth 
without any mixture of error, for its matter.” 
“This book,” says Mrs. Huntingdon, “has done 
more for me than all the men on earth, and all 
the angels in heaven could have done.” “By the 
Scriptures,” says Jay, “we can associate with 
Paul and Isaiah; with Moses and the patriarchs; 
and can sit down with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 


‘in the kingdom of S. Journal. 


was yetso consist«| 
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BALTIMORE: 
FRIDAY, 30,1634... on 

Now, that by the Divine blessing; the uudetsigned has 


& | been conducted to the full period of the term for:whith 


he was appointed Editor, he:cannot with’ propeiéty, eith- 
er take an abrupt or a silent leave'of those with whom, 
or those for whom he has labored. 

He cannot but advert to the period when he was 
vested with the duties and responsibilities of thie Jour- 
nal, embracing a space of nearby» three and an half 
years— and involving interests and solicitudes; which in 
all probability can never again be felt by any) other edi- 
tor of our Church,’ 

The General Convention, from which emanated our 
Chureh Constitution and Discipline, difident in regard 
to their personal labors, yet could not avoid feeling alt the 
emotions common to those who ‘had projected a novel 
enterprize of great magnitude, and fraught'as they be- 
lieved with much interest to the religious community.— 
Relying on the Divine protection and blessing, they com- 
mitted to the world the product of theiv labors,’ as eon- 
tained.in the Constitution and Diseipline of the Methe- 
dist Protestant Chureh, and with trembling anxiety shey 
carefully marked the incipient stages of their aceeptence 
and adoption. 
it was known that a diversity of views obtained on 
several subjects, and how far those different views might 
have their respective votaries,they could not tebl. After a 
short period, Conference after Conference were seen to 
adopt the Constitution and: Discipline, believing | it . to 
contain the best charter of their Ecclesiastical and Re- 
ligious rights and privileges extant. 

Some doubted whether the Constitution and Discipline 
would be adopted by a majority of the Conferences, and 
had this have been the issue it would not-have been 
difficult to foresee the consequences to the cause of Meth- 
odist freedom. But their anxieties and fears, were seon 
dixe'pated by the voluntary act of every Conference 
within the United States. ait 

What had appeared dark and doubtful, seen became 
iJumination and certainty. The.hearts of ‘the 
mers of those instruments were soon cheered by: the 
prospect that there was a capacity in many of the Meth- 
odist people, to receive and appreciate the right of self 
government. This capacity had been long doubted, may, 
scouted by many of the preachers of that Churely from 
which the members of the Convention had been seceders. 

Now and then, in some places, in the Methodist Pro- 
testant Church it was perceived, that'a few had brought 
with them the notion of exclusive’ prerogative, whilst 
others, from the same source, were observed to possess 
a spirit of anarchy. A few wanted all power. A few" 
others appeared desirous'that there should be no power 
whatever. But it was soon seen and felt that the great’ 
body of the Methodist Protestants was: composed of 
those who desired an equitable adjustment of represen- 
tative principles—such an one as should secure not only 
the rights of all, but which should possess a sufficiency 
of authority to carry into practical effect a representa~ 
tive government. 

Happy for us,as a community, that this last sentiment is 
obtaining more and more amongst us—and that despot-’ 
ism and anarchy are disappearing like the mists of vapor 
before the rising sun! 

It was to be apprehended that a difference of view 
would be witnessed amongst the Churches, in different 
geographical positions—yet we had the pleasure of be- 
holding each Conference move within its own precincts 
permitting the sister Conferences to manage their con- 
cerns according to their own peculiarities, under the 
provisions of the Constitution. The result has been that — 


| general peace, harmony and affection reign throyghout 


| 
| 
| 
| 

| 

| 
| 
| 
THE BIBLE. 
| 


the Methodist Protestant Church, with but a very little can people—of an eff . an PROPOSALS 
exception. Each Conference appears desirous to vie | Church—of an unstationed ministry, who, although 
with the other, in adopting ».casures calculated to pro- labor in secular pursuits, yet preach the gospel without For the publication of a new weekly paper, entitled 
mote its prosperity, whilst those which are most pros-| charge, as circumstances permit, and yet who are also “THE METHODIST PROTESTANT JOURNAL,” 


, are proposed as examples, and followed at least | responsible to the Church—and a membership who en-| To be edited in the City of Baltimore. 
to some extent by those which sre not so miuch in the | joy, it is believed, as many if not more rights and privi- The Book Committee being authorised by the 
leges than most other members of the American chureh-| General Conference of the Methodist Protes- 


undersigned has in a few instances been obliged to with- | such means, what shall hinder our prosperity, especially | of 9 new weekly canal cope age ka 
if the love of Christ, union amongst ourselves, and to edit the same, have invited the Rev. 
der strife and revolutionary principles. He has not, he | becoming spirit of holy enterprize characterize us a8 8| Nicholas Snethen, and the Rev. Asa Shinn, to re. 
trusts,been unmindful of the claims of our sister church-| people? side in Baltimore, and become the editors, on con. 
es, having studiously avoided controversy with any, ex-| Let us consider that we have done nothing whilst] dition that a subscription list sufficiently large to 
cept occasional glances at the extravagant pretensions | there is so much undone, looking to what we ought to| sustain them, can be obtained. . 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He is not conscious | achieve rather than to what we have accomplished—| The term of the present paper expires with this 
of intentional malevolent affection towards her. Her} Then shall we labor and endure to purpose. O that the| number, the committee, therefore, take leave to 
means of grace and the moral discipline, properly so | Head of the Church would pour out His holy spirit upon propose to the subscribers, to continue their sub- 
galled; of that Church, be has ever esteemed, while he us, and cause us to advance with increasing ardor in the | scriptions, and invite new subscribers to the Meth- 
has not withheld such animadversions on the genius of| work of the Lord, and the advancement of Christian | odist Protestant Journal. The advantages of a 
her government as he believed were necessary. Liberty! | . : co-editorship of such distinguished talents will be 
On the whole, in taking an entire retrospect of the | | | hetipructads. whole community, and wil] doubt- 
last three years he is glad that he has not more cause Editor secure an ample subscription. 
for regret. He trusts that there will not be found cause mebaiaina ssenauiiibiawaueec aes on ew The intellectua and reli jous character of the 
amongst his brethren to blush for many mortal offences; ssduieamelinin dhenstabmadimens tiated he hath eee contemplated paper, will, there is just reason to 
that hie may have erred, even when following the best). There are upwards aidan ais expect, be decidedly of the most elevated cast; 
dictates of his judgment,he readily admits, and that oth-} ¥1:) sue after the expenses of this number are paid. and will accordingly constitute a constant medium 
ers could have served the Church more materially, he 7 of illumination and salutary influence, and of in- 
of his own lenperfosticns: It cannot be possible that any person has received this| structive and chee intelligence, to both the 
does not doubt.—Yet in view paper without intention ‘o tly, and yet there | church and the id: ha ing its columns 
he feels a consciousness of having done what he could|" pay promptly, ane yet world; having its always 
Zion. | a who perhaps have been waiting a private | open to such essays and dissertations on literature 
of | $PPOrtunity, and have expected every week to send their | and useful science as well as religion, 
editoria-action, and now that the connexion between | spective te present moment and 
accounts stand open to the church as delinquents. We| improvement, and to those articles of missionary 
tho editor and his readers is ‘about to be dissolved, be| that could such see their respective be-|and revival intelligence, which invariably furnish 
cannpt permit the connexion to be severed without here- end decided oof of the fr 
by becribers will of Divine grace in the earth The intment of 
and publisher an act of justice by their balances | the contemplated co-editorship of such, high pro- 
of this Journal, and also to those who have taken a per- exces to 
He hopes and prays that bis successors will be more) 21... urge him to forward at once the balance due. It|P@per; and secure to the subscribers and their 
efficient and servicable than the undersigned, and that families, an ample remuneration for the small 
they will be instrumental in accomplishing an-hundred| grate amount of their annual subscriptions. The 
fold more than was in hispower-, << promptly— their respective will be | f the edi will 
Praying that the abidice blessing: of-Almighty Goa | recelved and acknowledged, by John J. Harrod. experience, of the editors will enable them, 


: the medium of the paper, not only to fur- 
may’ test on each patron, reader, and, contributor—he nish the needed intellectual culture, but also, what 


with much pleasure subscribes himself their affectionate We are authorized to say, that the new edition of the doubtless is of great importance, such information 


é 
| 


brother, Joux J. Hannon. | Discipline, will be published with all possible despatch. | On our ecclesiastical institutions, their genius and 
Baltimore, May 26, 1834. 14 Such as wish the Discipline in quantities, will please | tendencies, as shall make an impression on the 
 Taddress the Book Agent without delay. To which |Community, decidedly favorable to our rising 


“Judging from what-we learn of the deliberations and| of ‘The Chardh beine intereoeed in the ‘These objects must be felt dear to the heart of 
decisions of the General Conference, and the general| 6, of the books published by the Agent for its use and | CVery Methodist Protestant in the Nation; and now 
acceptance, which their acts has received from our! urchiase, it is very much hoped that our brethren and|>rethren, we make our immediate appeal to you 
friends generally; we infer that a new impetus will be | -.. for rompt and vigorous co-operation, desir- 
friends will renewedly exert themselves to forward the | OF YOUr P vigo ration, desir 
given to our Church operations, which will greatly ac-| .:... of the General Conference. An address on this|42g every one who has subscribed to the former 
celerate its prosperity. subject will no doubt emanate in the first number of the | P@PeT, to continue his subscription to the new, 
Confidence in our legislative bodies is indispensably pew paper called “The Methodist Protestant Journal.” and use all laudable efforts to increas the number 
necessary, especially in a representative government Sp ES ) of its subscribers in his neighbourhood, and for. 
like ours. The long interval betwees the General Con- e invite special attention to the Prospectus of the| 474 their names to the chairman of this cammit- 
ferences will no doubt greatly tend to unite us more play esta oi for publishing the General Conference | +.. that we may be enabled at as early a period 
strongly. If there be any who have been, and who may | Church Paper, and hope they will receive & prompt! as possible, to make the engagement already 
now be dissatisfied, these wall no doubt retire at once, and Jiberal response. It will be seen that the entire mentioned. | 
as the prospect of changes to suit their exclusive views profits go to the jotenqets of the Church at large. The committee also deeming it of essential im- 
is-at least seven years distant, while those who intend 3 RE. : | rtance, that the paper should circulate general- ~ 
(and we hope all will) to abide the decisions of the} Immediate orders for Books can be supp! y, through our entire fellowship, as being the con- 
highest legislative body of the Church will unite most | respectfully solicited by the ae Agent. sta lattes: stitutional Journal of the Methodist Protestant 
heartily and efficiently to carry out the great objects for} | Church, therefore, hope that it will be well, and 


which we were originally organized. "ee | fully sustained in all the conferences, and that 

We have united for the purposes of evangelization— SELF-DENIAL. ~ [brethren generally, will consider and uphold it as 
to spread the principles of a pure and holy. Gospel} “To conquer a lust is greater than to conquer a| ® ™@tter of common and equal concern. 
throughout these lands, to present the novel spectacle of }kingdom. He who follows Christ in the path of TERMS. 


a redeemed Methodist community—of a free represen-| self-denial will dwell with him in the. world of} | The Methodist Protestant Journal, will be 
tative Church government, based on the New Testa-{ glory; and who would not deny himself for a time, | published weekly, on a fine Super Royal sheet, in 
ment, and Iald deep in the best affections of the Ameri-|that he may enjoy himself for ever!” | | quarto form with new type. 


~ 
> 


The first number will be issued on the 11th 
Junenext. | 
| The price will be per annum, if paid within six 
months from the issue of the first number, $2 50 
Or if paid in advance, only 2 00 
Those who procure six subscribers, and be- 
come responsible, shall be entitled to the 7th copy 
This Journal will be forwarded to all the pre- 
sent subscribers to Mutual Rights and Methodist 
Protestant. If there be any who wish to discon. 


tinue, they will signify it by returning the first; 


number, otherwise they will be considered as sub- 
acribers for the current year. 
By Order, James R. Witims, Chairman, 
Book Committee of the Methodist P. Church. 
Baltimore May 30th, 1834, © 
MISCELLANY. 


From the Protestant Episcopalian. 
ADVANTAGES OF SICKNESS. 


A state of sickness is usually regarded as a 
state of affliction. Its victims are objects cf 
commiseration. Their condition induces friend- 
ly solicitude in many. The anxious inquiry, the 
Jistrustfal eply, the sympathizing expression: 
the disavowal of hope, the prognostication of 
danger, and all the friendly arguments, and 
illustrations and precedents with which conver- 
sations on the cause, and probable! issues of the 
malady, are seasoned in the circle of acquaintan- 
ces, aad relatives, constitute at least so much 
evidence, that mankind view the sick man as in 
a state of affliction. Experience confirms the 
general sentiment. Sickness hath indeed its 
évils. Bodily pain, interruption of duty, arrest 
of comfort and happiness, privation of social in- 
tercourse, banishment from the sanctuary, con- 
sciousness of increasing trouble and anxiety to 
friends, marring of worldly business, these and 
others, will flock to the memory of the reader, 
if he have ever, like Hezekiah, been tossed to 
and fro in'anguish on a sick bed. But although 
thus in w ce mH and in fact, a state of sickness 
be one of affliction, yet it mast be confessed it 
hath its benetits. The evil is not without alloy. 
The waters of comfort mingle with the stream 
of bitterness. Let us trace some of these ad- 
vantages in the case of the christian in a state 
of sickness... 


1. It tests the reality of our christian vir- 
tues—the extent in which the graces of religion 

ssess our ‘hearts. 

It teste’ our faith in the passive sense of that 
viftue, our submissiveness to the divine will; and: 
puts upon us the trial of saying, when actual 
ror and suffering are present, ‘thy will be done.” 

e can employ these words daily when in 
health, and think we repeat them with sinceri- 
ty. But we utter them with far different impre- 
sions when uader distress and pain, and espe. 
cially when we feel conscious of our ignorance 
of what the issue of the malady afflicting us 
may be. Again, it tests our patitence—our pro- 
gress in the attainment of that most difficult vir- 
tue. Sickness is calculated to render us irrita- 
ble, captions, complaining; to draw out the evil 
ingredients of a corrupt nature, to Show what 
our tempers are, and whether they are, or are 
not duly, controlled and regulated. Jeremy 
Taylor indeed says that outcries, complainings, 
and moanings. of the sick man, are quite com- 
patible with christian character, and are - 


| 


fies his opiniqn by the quotation that David 
‘roared far the disquietgess of his heart.’ But 
we distinguish between the results of mere phy- 
sical pain, and that moral irritability and v- 
ishness, often eyinced by the sick and su ering 
individual, The latter gre evincive of charact- 
er, of the frame pf the mind, and it is no slight 
advantage of these visitations of Providence 
that they qpen ta our minds important and use- 
ful views on such points, Again, sickness tests 
our i 8, how far our hearts are 
in converse and communion with the heavenly 
world—how far our affections are set on things 
above. It brings us suddenly to the contem- 
plation of sych topics, and ascertains if our 
minds are habitually im with them or 
not. It is moteasy go to live on earth as if our 
affections were in heaven. The world insinu- 
ates itself, through q thopsand avenues, into 
our hearts. [ts cares distractus. Even its le- 
gitimate and necessary objects of regard crowd 
out holy impressions, and chain us down to 
things temporal. Nay, the active duties of re- 
ligion, through the medium of agencies socie- 
ties, and offices, bring ys into that species of 
contact with the world whigh is but little cal- 
culated to advance a spiritual and holy temper- 
ament. Now sickness tests, apd ascertains how 
far we have been successful in watching against 
these temptations, whether the partisan char- 
acter which signalises so mych the religion of 
these days has not made its deqtructive inroads 
upon our hearts. A discovery of the truth on 
this point cannot but be of vast moment to our 
comfort, to our fulure progress in 
oliness and grace. The existence of other 
christian virtues is tested by sickpess. Those 
considered are, however, sufficient and exemplify 
the alleged benefits of this species of suffering. 
Let us pass to its other advantages, 
* 2 It warms our hearts towards our fellow be- 
ings; by drawing out their sympathies and kind- 
nesses towards us. The kind attentigns of re- 
latives, their anxious and unwearied agsiduities 
in ministering to our relief, their many sacrifi- 
ces of personal comfort in our behalf, necessa- 
rily awaken a deep seated feeling of gratiinde to 
them, and of devout thankfylness to Him who 
disposes the heart to gentlenegs and love. Our 
very sense of helplessness and want augments 
the feeling, and our depraved pature hardly al- 
lows us to taste a holier and purer earthly plea- 
sure than is ministered to the bosom by the en- 
dearing and watchful ministrations of love 3! 
the bedside of disease. To these are to baie 
ded the gratifying emotions excited by the calls 
and inquiries of friendship, and by those slight 
but touching evidences of interest which come 
in the shape of condiments to allure 4 reluctant 
appetite, or to meet the necessities of a disor- 
dered and weakened system. This is 4 benefit 


enjoyed principally, indeed, by those eo 
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are surrounded by the comforts of life. till it 
is not wholly foreign to the poor man’s ell- 
ing, and may be said to characterize sickness to 
some extent or other, except In the few and 


| rare cases of extreme, anmiienee. and solita- 


ry suffering. | 

3. It is another benefit of sickness, that it a- 
wakens our sympathies in behalf of others. 
The heart is easily hardened. Prosperity, and 
health are apt to encase it in ice, which nothing 
melts so rapidly or so effectually as an actual 
taste of the biltersiess of suffering. Many chria- 
tians whose course of life keeps them aloof from 
scenes of personal distress, who seldom are call- 


mere ebullitions of a physical nature, and justi- 


ed on to enter the hovel of poverty stricken dis- 


—_ 


| that we shall be in the 


ease, and whose feelings have become indurat- 
ed by the impositions of deceitfal and unwoe- 
thy applicants, allow their bosoms to become 
more callous, rather, I should say, less sympa- 
thetic towards human y and misery than 
the gospel would any way justify. Now when 
sickness overtakes such ns, it rouse® their 
sympathies, softens their hearts, and awakens 
anew the true christian feelin off ‘the 
coldness the Priest and Levite, and invest them 


good Samaritan. 

4. It accrues, as a most important advante- 
ge ftom sickness, that it brings us to the direct 
contemplation of the future world, and of our 
own relation toit. Death stalks before our eyes. 
Knowing the power of God, and that the slight- 
est ailment of the body may become, if he will 
it, the certain instrument of dissolution, no chris- 
tian can be even slightly sick without having 


-his mind turned into this channel. He begins 


to scrutinize himeelf, to inquire into the state 
of preparation in’which he is, brings his charact- 
er, temper and life to the standard of the 
pel, to ‘set his house in order,’ and to to 
the provisions he has made for his journey 
through the dark valley. The unknown terrors 
of that gloomy passage crowd upon him,| the 
greahecene of judgement comes upon bis mi 
an is oppressed by the mysteriousness 


ing his God, his Saviour, and all the inhabitants 
of the new world, into which his sickness may 
usher his immortal soul. 
If his faith be firm, and his hope well found- 
ed, such topics are rich in comfort.. His mind 
unfastens itself from the gresp of earthlyt hings 
and rises to the contemplation of those joys to 
which death will introduce him. There may be 
no 1apture, no ecstacy, no enthusiasm, but the 
simple realizing.ef the facts that tem will 
cease, that sin will no longer domineer over, 
and harass us, that all suffering shall terminate, 
blessed. company'of mar- 
tyrs, and confessors, and join our voices with 
those of prophets and apostles, in uttering the 
oraises of God, and of the Lamb,—are sufficient 
fuse a sober and scriptural joy t out | 
soul. Here then is an obvious benefit from'sick> 
ness. We have broken away from the world, 


which winds its cords so strongly around us. 
Our eyes have surveyed the romised ase 4 


we stood almost on its very 
christian warfare, an g hom | 
to our hearts the assurance of St. Paul, that 
when the earthly house of this tabernacle is dis- 
solved, we have a building of God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
&. Let me name but one more advantage of 
sickness, that it often cures many of the ani- 


intercourses of the world frequently mou i 
into existence in the breasts of christians. 


these things, are then felt, and we are disposed 
to weigh don in ap impartial scale. The con- 
nee is, that our souls arc bathed in the 


all bitterness, wrath anger, malice, with 

harsh constructions, and unkind thoughts. "Se 
that, in the language of Taylor, “we may teck- 
on sickness among thin 
barb, and aloes, and labour, and fabstinence, and 
discipline—these are unpleasant yet safe, trou- 


with the generous, and operative charity of'the 


awfulness which hang round the idea of meet-— 


mosities, which a careles spirit, and the —- J 


The folly and vanity, as well as sinfulness of 
oil of mercies, and we seek to put away from us 


gs, as wereckon rhe- 


‘bles in order to blessings.” When in sickness 
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and in the worke of his commandments. 


yodBS@RNTIAL PLAINMESS OF REVELATION. 


- 
ate 
forget oar knotty: ourses of philose- 
sfilogism makes our head 


mustiabide by;:and that the bodys like to 
dedeend the land, where all things are forgot- 


ave ouramany and taikings:serving no 
Jaating end of the soul, no purpose that»now 
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ti¢hlarsief sthe resembiance arethese: The union, 
in both:eases,-m the natural case of Messiah and 
the charch, 4s ‘a union of the most entire affection, 
and the warmest ‘mutual love unequals; 
cont 


rary to the admired maxim of the heathen 


tient) then she lays :aside ail her remembrances of| moralist, that friendship‘ was not to be: found but. 


sjalh:her ignorant confidénces and cares, 


onlfito know Jequs' Christ, and crucified, to 


know?him plainly, atid’ with mich heartiness 
endisimplicity.”’ 
Sickness, finally, enforces our entire depen- 
dence:npon.God, sends us with deeper. hamility 
to.the cross of Christ, prosirates us with more 
fervour atthe throne of grace, and stirs in our 
hearts a. | ose to walk henceforth ‘‘as 
children, of. light”. in the ‘‘ways of God's laws, 


On 


Low said of himself, that he came to 
“preadh thé “gospel to the ‘poor;” and the same 
thitig be ‘said’ of the word of revelation in 
for the instruction of 
‘world in general,-that it was given for the 
of al} mankind, the lowest as well as 
the highést, the most illiterate as well as the wise 
and learneé@y “And if with any difference, a 
benefit of those, who,” from 
if’ condition, ‘were the thost deficient in the 
means Of ‘natatal improvement. ‘[t may be reck- 
onéd, therefore, a necessary characteristic of di- 
vine revelation, that it shalt be delivered in a 
mannér|the most! adapted to what are vulgarly 
called thie meanést capacities. And by this per- 
spicuity, both of precept and of doctrine, the 
whole Bible is'remarkabily distinguished: for 
though St Peter speaks .of things ‘in it hard to | 
understood, he speaks of such things only as co 
blewf spreof ‘or explanatien upon scientific princi- 
‘but rest solely on tlie authority of the reve- 
ation; not that the terms in which these discov. 
etieg are made are obscure and ambiguous in their 
meaning, or that the things themselves, however 
the pride of philosophy, are not of easy 
digestion’ toan: humble ‘faith. 
doubtedly jinve arisen, from the great antiquity 
of the sacred writings, from the es which 
time makes in points! of 


stianity,.in figurative ns, in 
allusions, taken either from:the most 
iking objects of the.senses in the works,of na. 
from human life. ‘The relation ‘between 
ist-and.his.church, it\is evident, must :be.of a 
ure mot to, be adequately: typified by any thing 
material world; nothing’ could be found 

<life whieh ,might..so aptly ‘represent it 
ation of husband and wife» in the holy 


§ 


parents, 
ilar of formation 


the union of our, first 
12. Dmight teach 


‘and-an | five words with my understanding, that by my voice 


‘between equals. ‘The'maxim may’ be ‘true in all 
human friendship, except the conjugal, but fails 


church, in which ‘the affection ‘on’ both sides is the 
most cordial, though the rank) of the parties be 
the most unequal. Secondly; The union is in- 
dissoluble, except by a violation of the nuptial 
vow.  But:the great’ resemblance Of all lies in 
this—the never+failing protection and support af- 
forded ‘by the sh to the wife,.and ihe ab- 
straction of the affections’ from - all other objects 


| on the»part of the wife}'and the surrender of her 


whole heart and mind to the ‘husband. In these 


eireumstances principally, ‘but in. many others 


also, *which the time ‘will not ‘permit me to re- 
count, the propriety and significance of the type 
consits. It is applied with'’some variety, and with 
more or less accuracy, ‘in’ different parts of holy 
writ, according to the purpose of the writer. 
Where the-church- catholic is considered ‘simply 
in its totality, without distinction of the parts of 
which ‘it is © 


as ‘the ‘wife: ‘but; whien ‘it is considered ‘as consis- 
ting of two great branches, the church of the nat- 
ural Israel, and the church of the Gentiles, 
which ‘two branche ‘the whole was composed in 
the primitive ages, and will be composed again, 
then the former'is considered as the wife, or queen 
consort, ‘andthe Geritile congrégations as her 
daughters; or‘ladies ‘of honour of her court. And 
in this manner, the type is.used ‘in-many parts ‘of 
the ‘prophet Isaiah, and very remarkable ‘in this 
‘PROFFTABLE PREACHING. 
I believe that every person will agree that 
preaching, to be profitable, must be very plain. 
The Very design ‘of speaking is to be under- 


stood, and the very design of preaching is to do|_ 


good. 


or want of this ingredieut, in the sermons of 


most of our preachers, they labour in vain, and| 


spend their streigth for nought. ‘Their style is 
so elevated, théir sentences so long, and truth 
so wrapped up in logic, that the great mass of 


heir hearers Cannot understand and of course 
| 


five no kind of benefit. Who have been the 
most useful preachers, those who tickle the ears 
of their audience, with much-learned, and flow- 
ery language, with splendid mataphiort, and lo- 
gical reasoning; or that man of God, whose 
message, was delivered in so plain and intelligi- 
ble a manner, that an individual of the meanest 
capacity understood it? The latter, at any rate, 
goes home with a clear conscience, if none will 
‘It is said of a minister, that when he had 
Written his sermon, he took it to the kitchen, 
and read it to the cook, and erased every. word 
she did not understand, forhe was certain. if she 


understood it,/his people would. “Now if'many| 
of our clergymatt Would’ preach ‘with’ sincerity| 


and simplicity, they would, 1 have ho’ doubt, see 
more fruit to'theit labours; but ‘as long as their 
sermons ‘are above the comptehension Of their 
hearers,“how is’ it’ possible’ that benefit can be 


derived? “I hadrather,” says'St. Paul, “speak | 


“also, than ten’ t 


Adam. "The most otrilini in tan unknown’ tongue” Tor. 


completely in the love.-between Christ ‘and the} 


composed, the whole:'¢hurch is taken| 


tongue 19. ‘Wou 
to God that ministers would follow the example 
of the) Apostle ‘Paul in: thig respect. ‘Thén in- 
deed would there be jess room for the critic, less 
for the admirer, less. for the s¢eptic, less for the 
opposer—but more for the Holy Spirit to bless 
and sanctify for the good ofall. » Harrier. 
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POETRY. 


From the Christian Advocate and Journal. 
‘SPRING. 


Onec more hail thee, beautéous spring, 
Once' more thy welcome Voice I hear, 
As swift receding o'er the plain, 
The storms of winter disappear. 


I know thee by thy balmy breath, 
hknow thee by these gentle showers, 
I know thee by the tuneful notes . 
That break from yonder leafy. bowers. 


I know thee by the wreaths of bloom 
Profusely hung on evry tree; 
I know thee by thy mantle green, 
With all its rich,embroidery. 


I know thee by the streams unbound 
That gaily rush from steep to steep, 
. » As onward still they urge their course 


mingle with the mighty deep. 


So time pursues his rapid flight, . 
No stops to rest where’er we be, 
But hastens on and on, to 
The-ocean of eternity.” 


|... Thenwhile the yitalspark remains, 
And every pulse isbeating high, __ 
\Letus seize the golden momeits— 
Quickly seize "them ere they ‘fly. 
Rhinebeok; 1834. ice 
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| 
ncien become iar or otful: 
these affect particular. passages, and bring no 
| difficulty atall‘upon the general doctrine ‘of rev: 
elation, which is:the.onty thing of universal and 
perpetual importance. . Now the method of teach- ,; 
| tng'which the Holy Spirit hath employed to adapt 
_,. the profoundest mysteries of ‘religion to'the ‘most 
8, has'been, in all ages, to pro- 
EWOGLOCK: and in this, the analogy 18 
the notion of the, ancient Jews has 
ixed.the, express,sanction of St. Paul, that 
he, relation:of Saviour. and: the church was 
nousand words 
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